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President’s Corner 

       Greetings Everyone! 

 

       It's hard to believe, but the Fall   

       semester is upon us.  As thoughts of 

       census dates, SCHEV files, FISAP's,  

       and other various reports fill our   

       offices, I wanted to take a moment of 

pause to wish everyone well, and continued success as 

we enter another amazing semester! 

 

Be on the lookout for information from Michelle Etter 

with details on another amazing session of non-

conference training at Liberty University next month, 

and please take care! 

 

Have a safe and happy holiday weekend.  It sure is 

deserved! 

 

Regards, 

Michael Farris 

2015-2016 VASFAA President 



VASFAA Voice                                 Page 2 

John Brandt, Budget & Finance Committee Chair 

Director of Financial Aid, Southern Virginia University 
 

8 years in FA; 8 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Budget & Finance 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  So many folks helped when I first started – 

wanted to give back. 

Last edition, you learned more about your VASFAA Board.  This edition, it’s 

all about your Committee Chairs in this segment of “Getting to know your 

VASFAA Committee Chairs”.   

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Serving with other 

members of the VASFAA board 
Favorite hobby: Grandchildren 

Favorite travel destination: Massanutten 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone): Food, 

clothing, shelter (and my family) 

Favorite Sports team: Baltimore Orioles 

Thomas A. Brashears, Strategic Planning Committee Chair 

Associate Director of Financial Aid, Virginia Military Institute (VMI)  
 

2 years in FA; 2 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: None 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  It was suggested to me to be a valuable 

networking resource when I first entered into the Financial Aid realm.  

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: All of the 

conferences and workshops have been fantastic and very 
informative.  

Favorite hobby: Sports … anything to do with sports.    

Favorite travel destination: Deep Creek Lake in Western 

Maryland  

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 
you want to have with you (other than a phone): My 

wife, my son and my daughter  

Favorite Sports team: College = VMI Keydets; 

Professional = Washington Redskins  
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Elizabeth Daniel—better known as Biz where I got the nickname of being so “busy” following my 

older brother around and the fact that I don’t sit idle for very long.  

Conference Committee Chair 
Sr. Marketing Associate for MD, DC, DE, VA, NC, SC, Great Lakes Educational Loan Servicing, Inc.  
 

21 years in FA; 21 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Budget & Finance, Conference, Development, 

Membership, Non-Conference Training, Public Relations, Secondary School Relations, and Site 

Selection Committees 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?: I had served on one or two committees to gain 
insight to the organization and to meet more people.  However, I truly became involved when Lisa 

Tumer called me one day asking me to run for an office position.  I politely declined at the time 

however with that encouragement I became more involved on various committees and eventually 

ran for an elected position.  I can’t thank her enough for inspiring me to get more involved! 

VASFAA is a wonderful organization of financial aid professionals who have become my friends and 

part of my family.  

Most memorable VASFAA experience:  I have so many but I 

guess one that definitely sticks out in my mind is when we 

were celebrating VASFAA’s 25th anniversary and theme was 
“the future” and Vern Fairchilds and Jolene Burk did the 

“future dance” at the banquet.  

Favorite hobby: Spending time outdoors: camping, riding my 

horses, riding my motorcycle, spending time with my family 

and friends  

Favorite travel destination: Mountains 
Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would you 

want to have with you (other than a phone): Good friends 

who make me laugh, a grill, and an icy cold beverage ;-)  

Favorite Sports team: Green Bay Packers!  Life-long fan!!!  

Billy Ray Davis, Jr., Public Relations Committee Chair 

Associate Director Financial Aid, Communications and Enrollment Support, Northern 

Virginia Community College 
 

4.5 years in FA; 4.5 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: None 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  Professional Development, Advice from 

colleague   

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Transition Retreat 

2015-16, just a great time meeting and getting to know 
other VASFAA members.  

Favorite hobby: Golf/Fishing/Reading  

Favorite travel destination: Singapore  

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone): a 
sharp knife, fishing gear, football (…it worked for Tom 

Hanks!!)  

Favorite Sports team: Philadelphia Eagles!!  
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Michelle Etter, Non-Conference Training Committee Chair 

Quality Control Specialist, ECPI University 
 

10 years in FA; 8 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Non-Conference Training and Conference 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  My Director 

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: The Star Trek 

themed Conference 
Favorite hobby: None 

Favorite travel destination: None 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a 

phone): sunscreen, a knife, and a survival expert  
Favorite Sports team: None 

Shaune Gregg, Newsletter Committee Chair 

Student Finance Advisor, ECPI University 
 

9 years in FA; 9 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Conference Committee Chair, Newsletter Co-Chair 

and Public Relations Committee Chair 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?: In the beginning, I was “volun-told”. 

However after I started attending conferences regularly and meeting new people, I started 

volunteering. VASFAA has become like a second family to me. 

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Too many to 

name but the gamer in me would pick the Casino themed 
Conference.  

Favorite hobby: Spades, Reading my Nook, Traveling 

Favorite travel destination: Any place tropical or Vegas 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone):  
My Nook, Deer Park bottled water and a place to sleep, 

preferably with a door. 

Favorite Sports team: North Carolina Tar Heels...I bleed 

Carolina Blue!!! 
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Heidi Hunter-Goldsworthy, Membership Committee Chair 

Director of Financial Aid, University of Mary Washington 
 

34 years in FA; 2 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: None but I served in the Pennsylvania Association 

in the President trifecta and many other committees  
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  The VASFAA Sector Meeting at SASFAA 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Being welcomed 

as a member to VASFAA by so many of the great people 

that make up this organization and the state of Virginia.  I 
am so thankful to everyone that has helped me get settled 

and become my colleagues.  

Favorite hobby: Reading mystery novels (it all started 

with Nancy Drew)  

Favorite travel destination: Disney Cruising (with and 

without the children)  
Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone): bug 

spray as I am terribly allergic to mosquitos, matches (I was 

never really good at starting a fire with two sticks!) and my 

husband (he is a survivalist).  
Favorite Sports team: sorry to all the Caps fans but it is 

most definitely the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

Kevin Jenkins, Secondary School Relations Committee Chair 

Director, The College Place – Northern Virginia (Sponsored by ECMC)  
 

2 years in FA (However, for the past 10 years I’ve worked for a C.B.O. and admissions for 

two different colleges dealing indirectly with financial aid); First year in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: None 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?: Looking to maximize my reach by joining 

regional organizations  
 

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: N/A 

Favorite hobby: Exercising  
Favorite travel destination: Anywhere tropical and exotic 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone): 

An iPod with an extensive catalog of music, a Football (I’ll 

name it Wilson) and a case of Macallan 18  
Favorite Sports team: NY Giants 
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Brenda McCafferty, Development Partner Committee Chair 

Strategic Business Director, Inceptia 
 

17 years in FA; 2 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Non-Conference Training and Conference 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  As a past president for a different state 

association, I know how much the state associations can do for their members—training, 

networking, and leadership development.  

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Presenting at the 

Pre-conference workshop last year. 
Favorite hobby: Spending time with the grandkids. 

Favorite travel destination: Latin America 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a 

phone): Family, a pillow and red wine  
Favorite Sports team: Mississippi State Bull Dawgs even 

in their really bad years.  

Laurie Owens, Electronic Services Committee Chair 

Director of Financial Aid, Virginia Community Colleges (VCCS) 
 

19 years in FA; 12 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Membership, Government Relations and Electronic 

Services 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  Networking, being able to contribute to the 

organization  

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: The conferences – 

back when the lenders did so many fun things for us!  
Favorite hobby: Reading, working out 

Favorite travel destination: The Outer Banks 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone): A 

boat, books and wine  
Favorite Sports team: New York Yankees  
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Casey Wallen, Site Selection Committee Chair 

Manager, Higher Education Partnerships, SALT-American Student Assistance  

 
22 years in FA; 14 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: Site Selection, Development 
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  To assist the membership.  

 

Most memorable VASFAA experience: First VASFAA 

conference at the new Virginia Beach Hilton  
Favorite hobby: Mixed Martial Arts 

Favorite travel destination: Nashville 

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone):  TV, 

computer and family  
Favorite Sports team: Panthers 

Joan Zanders, FOCUS/Awareness Committee Chair 

Director of Financial Aid, Northern Virginia Community College 
 

28 years in FA; 7 years in VASFAA 
 

Previous VASFAA Committee Experience: I’ve served on the majority of committees in 

NEASFAA and RMASFAA and many in NASFAA…first in  VASFAA.  
 

What prompted you to get involved in VASFAA?:  I was asked by our president to chair a 

committee about which I feel passionate.  

Most memorable VASFAA experience: Getting to know 

administrators from a new state; facilitating in the 

Leadership Workshop in 2015.  
Favorite hobby: Traveling 

Favorite travel destination: Whichever one I am 

currently in!!  Moving to Virginia has presented so many 

beautiful and historic options.  Having hit all 50 states, 

many provinces and several countries, I can readily say I 

have found beauty and history in each of them.  In 
developing nations, I have realized that Mazlow’s hierarchy 

is evident.  Preserving history—and even beauty—are 

secondary to survival.  

Stranded on a deserted island, what 3 things would 

you want to have with you (other than a phone):  Only 
need one—a very attractive genie!  

Favorite Sports team: I grew up an Admiral and loved the 

Yankees and Packers.  Now, my favorite teams are any on 

which my grandchildren are playing.  
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Committee Spotlights 

Now that you know a little bit more about the Committee Chairs, we will 

spotlight a few committees in each newsletter edition.   

Awareness/FOCUS 

Focus Committee 
Promote awareness among VASFAA members and outside audiences on issues 

relevant to culturally diverse student populations. Encourage participation of all 

members in activities and events sponsored by VASFAA. 

Awareness Committee 
Increase the awareness of financial aid resources and encourage access to 
higher education in the Commonwealth of Virginia for any persons interested in 

post-secondary education.  This includes the promotion of a "Financial Aid 
Awareness Month" as proclaimed by the Governor of the Commonwealth, and 

may also include other early awareness activities. 

Committee Members 
 Joan Zanders, Chair, NOVA (2-yr public) 

 E.T. Winzer, Department of Education – Committee Advisor 

 Mike O’Grady, FA Consultant (MOHELA/FAS) 

 Dexter Smith, CVCC (2-yr public) 

 Andrea Ford, FA Consultant (University of the Potomac) 

 Robert Barrett, UVA (4-yr public) 

 Amber Keith, VT (4-yr public) 

 Rosa Thomas, Hampden-Sydney College  (4-yr private) 

 Belinda Hill, University of Richmond (4-yr private) 

 

2015-2016 Goals 
 Our first FOCUS Committee “column” can be linked from this newsletter 

(page 11).  Our plan is to provide columns monthly. 
 Work with non-conference training to provide sessions within their mini-

trainings. 

 Design and execute a Leadership Workshop for aspiring (and current) 
financial aid directors and other financial aid leaders 

 Provide sessions at VASFAA Conference 
 Develop a PPT presentation for high school financial aid sessions 
 Work with PR to get awareness of financial aid information out to the state 

 Develop materials for college use in attempting to limit student borrowing 
 Work with PR to disseminate information that encourages wise student 

borrowing/behavior/choices 

 

Volunteers 
We are doing well but would never turn down anyone who really wants to get 

involved!  
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Membership 

This committee maintains the membership database and publishes the 

Membership Directory, eligible voter list and conference participation lists.  We 
engage in promotional activities to encourage individuals to join VASFAA, 

welcome and orient first-time conference attendees and work with the training 

committee on the New Aid Officers Training Workshop. 

Committee Members 
 Zita Baree, Hampden-Sydney 

 Brad Barnett, James Madison University 

 Billy Davis, NOVA Community College 

 Michelle Etter, ECPI University  

 Brad Scaggs, VCCS 

 

2015-2016 Goals 
The main goal for this year to assess and advertise the “value” of VASFAA 
membership to our members.  We want to increase membership but also 

increase attendance at our conference and other events through the year.  We 
will also begin surveying our membership to determine what it is that you want 

or need from VASFAA to make your membership more valuable.  All ideas are 
welcome!  Stay tuned.  
 

Volunteers 
I would love to have two more volunteers on the committee if anyone is 
interested particularly from the Business Partners sector.  However, everyone is 

welcome!  

This committee publishes the VASFAA Voice and works closely with the VASFAA 

Board, Committee Chairs, and the general membership to solicit input for the 

newsletter.  

Committee Members 
 Shaune Gregg, Chair, ECPI University 
 Billy Davis, NOVA Community College 

 Megan Hartless, BRCC 
 

2015-2016 Goals 
 Increase the number of Newsletter Editions from quarterly to monthly. 

 Revamp the Newsletter format 
 Add “Committee Corners” to keep the membership informed 

 Highlight different places in VA. 
 Increase the awareness of VASFAA benefits, upcoming events, and our 

development partners. 
 

Volunteers 
Volunteers are always welcome! 

Newsletter 
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Non-Conference Training 

This committee works with the Conference Committee to formulate interest 

sessions that provide comprehensive and timely training for Association 
members. The Committee incorporates training opportunities designed 

specifically for new aid administrators in each conference program, either in the 
core agenda of the conference and/or in a pre- or post-conference format. This 
committee may further organize and conduct workshops throughout the year, as 

deemed appropriate and necessary to provide opportunities for the professional 
growth and development of its members and/or constituents. At the discretion of 

the President. 

Committee Members 

 Michelle Etter, Chair, ECPI University 

 Tessa Howard, UMW 

 Shaune Gregg, ECPI University 

 Megan Hartless, BRCC  

 

2015-2016 Goals 
Fall workshop is planned for October 8th at Liberty University.  Agenda 
currently includes Amber Johnson (Federal Update), Lee Andes (State Update), 
Ashley Reich (NAFAA/Compliance).  Planning for NASFAA CORE session as well 

but topic/presenter still TBD.  Our goal this year is to increase face-to-face 

training opportunities across the state and offer more NASFAA CORE Sessions.  

 

Volunteers 
YES, YES, YES!!! 
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Strategic Planning 

This committee is designed to look at the long term goals for VASFAA and how 

we can go about establishing a plan to achieve those goals in a way that benefits 

all of VASFAA.  

Committee Members 
 Thomas Brashears, Chair, VMI 

 We are a committee of one.  
 

2015-2016 Goals 
Looking to sit down with VASFAA leadership in the coming weeks and put pen to 

paper on a the long term vision for VASFAA and where we see ourselves five, ten 
years down the road, paying particular attention to the national issues that will 

affect our students and our schools.  

 

Volunteers 
Any additional help is always welcome! 

Awareness/FOCUS Corner 

First Issue: 

“We Have Work to Do” 

http://vasfaa.com:80/resources/Documents/VASFAA%20Committees/FOCUS%20Committee/We%20Have%20Work%20To%20Do!%20PPT%20Globe%20template.ppt
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MKT11110 College Savings Month Article   For Schools, Organizations  

 

Celebrate National College Savings Month 
 

With the focus on back-to-school, it’s no coincidence that September is National College Savings 

Month. Each new grade is an annual reminder to parents that college is getting closer. 

 

The goal of National College Savings Month is to encourage families to start planning for college 
financing — and to remind them that it’s not too early or too late to begin. According to How 
America Saves for College 2015 by Sallie Mae® and Ipsos, parents saved an average of $10,040 

last year — and those who had plans in place saved 46% more for college than non-planners.  

 

The Sallie Mae® 1-2-3 Approach to Saving for College offers a simple way to get families into the 

habit of putting aside money for college: 

 

1. Open a savings account. Set up and designate a savings account as your college fund. 
Deposit gifts from friends and family, and sign up for free services that let you earn cash 

back to save for college.  

2. Make regular contributions. Set a goal and create a routine of adding money. Even a 

little bit adds up over time, and automatic deposits make saving easy. 

3. Explore tax-advantaged options. Put your money to work using dedicated college savings programs like Coverdell 

Education Savings Accounts, prepaid state college savings plans, and 529 college savings plans. 

 

The path to college starts with a financial plan. Sallie Mae’s free College Planning CalculatorSM 

can help families set savings goals and build customized plans to save and pay for college.  

 

For more free tools and tips that families can use for saving and planning for college, go to 
SallieMae.com/CollegeSavingsMonth. 

 

Encouraging Responsible Borrowing 

Sallie Mae has helped more than 30 million Americans pay for college since 1972. We encourage 
students and families to supplement their savings by exploring grants, scholarships, federal and 

state student loans, and to consider the anticipated monthly payments on their total student 

loan debt and their expected future earnings before considering a private education loan.  

 

Before investing in any 529 plan, please consider whether your or the designated beneficiary's 

home state offers its taxpayers benefits that are only available through that state's 529 plan. 

 

© 2015 Sallie Mae Bank. All rights reserved. Sallie Mae, the College Planning Calculator, and the Sallie Mae logo are service 
marks or registered service marks of Sallie Mae Bank or its subsidiaries. SLM Corporation and its subsidiaries, including Sallie 
Mae Bank, are not sponsored by or agencies of the United States of America. 

https://www.salliemae.com/plan-for-college/saving-for-college/why-save-for-college/?dtd_cell=SMPLCADCOTDOOTOTOTHOTHRR010001
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VASFAA on the Move 

Past-President Tarik Boyd, Current President Michael Farris and 

President-Elect Chad Sartini attending the 2015 NASFAA Conference. 

LeRoy Allen, Lisa Branson, Joan Zanders, Tykesha Myrick, Chad Sartini 

Laurie Owens, Michael Farris, Michael Maupin and Carol Larson 



Have questions or 

submissions? 

 

Contact the Newsletter Chair: 

Shaune Gregg 

sgregg@ecpi.edu 

Coming Soon: 

 October 8th, Fall Training 

& Board Meeting in 

Lynchburg, VA 

 Upcoming Training 

Opportunities 

 Development Partners 

Spotlight 

 More Committee Goals for 

2015-2016 

 Next Newsletter 

Publication Date:  
October 2, 2015 

  This Editions featured 

destination in Virginia. 

Williamsburg, VA 

 Picture: Governor’s Land 

at Two Rivers 

 Host City of VASFAAs 

2016 Conference 

 One of America’s first 

planned cities. 

 Home of Colonial 

Williamsburg, Jamestown 

Settlement, Busch 

Gardens, and the Virginia 

Living Museum. 


